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Cold fusion predicted in 10 yrs

DC CORRESPONDENT
" CHENNAI

Feb. 11: Though reluctant
to recognise the viability of
the low energy nuclear reac-
tor built by Italian scientists
Andrea Rossi and Sergio
Focardi, a top US scientist
agreed that such a device
could soon hit the market.

“The first commercial
LENR device is imminent,”
said Dayid J. Nagel of
George Washington Univer-
sity. “It will become a com-
mercial reality within 10
years."

Summarising proceedings
of the six-day international
conference on condensed
matter nuclear science that
concluded here on Friday,
Prof. Nagel said the Interna-
tional Thermonuclear
Experimental Reactor com-
ing up in France would take
40 years to be successful.

“Sixty years of research
work and $20 billion has
been put into the hot fusion
experimental reactor being
built in France as a joint
venture between the Euro-
pean Union, USA, Japan,
Russia, South Korea and
India,” he noted. “But
the world will have to wait
for 40 years to see this
reactor become commercial
and start powering our
homes.”

Compared to ITER's hot
fusion reactor, cold fusion
or low energy nuclear reac-
tions has had only 20 years

/

S. Vincent (right) has a word with cold fusion propo-

nent and electro-chemist Michael McKubre (left) as
scientist Mahadeva ‘Chinu’ Sreenivasan looks on, at
the interational conference on condensed matter

nuclear science in Chennai on Friday.

“Hot fusion reactors
including ITER are
neither environ- -
ment friendly nor
safe in the long run”

of research and spending of
just $ 0.2 billion. “This is
just 1 per cent of the amount
spent on hot fusion,” he
said. X
According to Prof. Nagel,
hot fusion reactors includ-
ing ITER are neither envi-
ronment friendly nor safe in
the long run. The project

—DC

envisages production of 10
times more power than
input. “Cold fusion energy
sources though small, are
distributed uniformly. We
are hopeful of commercial-
ising power from cold

fusion in 10 years time,” *

Prof. Nagel said. -

Igor Goryachev, a scientist
from Research Institute of
Nuclear  Instrumentation,
Russia, said there has been
considerable interest in
LENR projects in his coun-
try.  “Interestingly,  oil
tycoans have started invest-
ing in this project,” he said.

Clean energy
finds patron
in TN body

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

DC [ CHENNAI

Feb. 11: Research in low
energy nuclear reactions,
which promises clean,
n and cheap energy and
s hitherto been looked
down upon by those in
power, has found an offi-
cial patron in the Tamil
Nadu State Council for Sci-
ence and Technology.
Acting on reports m Dec-
can Chronicle, TNSCST
member secretary 5. Vin-
cent told scientists attending
the - International Confer-
ence on Condensed Matter
Nuclear Science at Chennai
on Friday that the council
would offer financial aid to
LENR projects in the state.
“Tt is important that cheap
and clean energy is made
accessible to everyone in the
couniry,” he said. “The
council has set apart 5 per
cent of its total fund alloca-
tion to research in energy, If
you can motivate youngsters
to take up the LENR in a big
way, we are ready to offer
them all possible help.”
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Air flow for water bubbling
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